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VISTAS EVALUATION SURVEY QUESTIONS

Please fill in the answer column and send your responses as soon as possible, preferably by Monday, March 9th, to vistas.survey@comcast.net 
PERSONAL USE OF VISTAS

For each of the following, you may respond with a simple Y (Yes) or N (No) or NA (Not applicable).  Feel free to add any comments you wish to make.

	
	Y – N – NA
	

	1.
	
	Have you used the print version(s) of VISTAS?

	2.
	
	Do you know how to access VISTAS articles on the ACA web site?

	3.
	
	Have you searched the VISTAS Online web site (where articles are organized by year)?

	4.
	
	Have you searched for VISTAS articles in the main ACA online library?

	5.
	
	Have you used VISTAS materials as handouts for classes or presentations?

	6.
	
	Have you used VISTAS (print or online) to find answers or resources for specific questions?

	7.
	
	Have you used VISTAS (print or online) to provide you with a general update on counseling issues?

	8.
	
	Have you used VISTAS as reference materials in preparing for other writing you do?

	9.
	
	If you are a counselor educator, have you used the print version(s) of VISTAS as secondary texts?

	10.
	
	If you are a counselor educator, have you informed your students about the VISTAS database as a potential source for resources and information?


YOUR BENEFITS AS A CONTRIBUTOR TO VISTAS

Please indicate with an X which of the following been beneficial to you as a result of being involved in the VISTAS program.

	
	X = beneficial
	

	1.
	
	Inclusion in vita/resume

	2.
	
	Enhanced status with colleagues

	3.
	
	Enhanced status with administrators (e.g., promotion)

	4.
	
	Enhanced self-confidence as a writer

	5.
	
	Increased motivation to do more professional writing

	6.
	
	Increased motivation to search VISTAS for your own professional development

	7.
	
	Learned more about the topic you were writing about

	8.
	
	Feel more identity with ACA

	9.
	
	Have more positive feelings about ACA and its concern for members

	10.
	
	Expanded your network of professionals who share your interests

	11.
	
	Other; please specify:




FEATURES OF VISTAS YOU ESPECIALLY LIKE

Please place an X by any of the following features that you especially like about VISTAS.

	
	X = like
	

	1.
	
	Writing style requested, i.e., emphasis on practical application

	2.
	
	Opportunity to be considered for a print publication

	3.
	
	Peer review process

	4.
	
	Access to the articles through the Internet

	5.
	
	Short, succinct length of the articles

	6.
	
	Communication/interaction with the editors

	7.
	
	Review and acceptance process

	8.
	
	Reception at the ACA conference

	9.
	
	Group photo of authors

	10.
	
	Inclusion in the ACA library/information system

	11.
	
	Other; please specify:




FEATURES OF VISTAS YOU ACTIVELY DISLIKE

Please place an X by any of the following features that you especially dislike about VISTAS.

	
	X = dislike
	

	1.
	
	Articles too short 

	2.
	
	Writing style requested

	3.
	
	Small number selected for print publication

	4.
	
	VISTAS’ lack of visibility among ACA members

	5.
	
	VISTAS’ lack of visibility/support in academia

	6.
	
	Other: please specify:




YOUR SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVING VISTAS

Please place an X by any of the following steps that should be taken to improve VISTAS.

	
	X = improve
	

	1.
	
	Allow longer articles, more academic in content and style.

	2.
	
	Increase the number of articles included in the print publication.

	3.
	
	Publicize VISTAS better during the conference, in ACA magazine, etc.

	4.
	
	Put more emphasis on the prestige of papers being selected for VISTAS.

	5.
	
	Make submission of an article a requirement for acceptance of a program for the national conference.

	6.
	
	Schedule a conference program in which VISTAS authors present synopses of their articles.

	7.
	
	Encourage greater use of VISTAS Online in counselor education courses.

	8.
	
	Encourage greater use of the print versions of VISTAS in counselor education courses.

	9.
	
	Involve more ACA Divisions in the solicitation of articles.

	10.
	
	Encourage ACA members to submit articles regardless of their acceptance for program presentation at conferences.

	11.
	
	Other, please specify:




THE CONTINUATION OF VISTAS

For each of the following, please rate the importance of continuation by V (Very important, a top ACA priority), I (Important, should be continued), S (Somewhat important, continue if possible), N (Not an important member service of ACA).

	
	V (Very important, a top ACA priority), 

I (Important, should be continued), 

S (Somewhat important, continue if possible), 

N (Not an important member service of ACA).

	1.
	
	Maintenance and expansion of VISTAS Online through the annual solicitation of conference-related articles.

	2.
	
	Annual publication of a peer-reviewed print version of VISTAS.


1.)
OVERALL, WHAT FEELINGS DO YOU HAVE ABOUT VISTAS?

2.)
WHAT COMMENTS, FEELINGS, OR SUGGESTIONS WOULD YOU LIKE TO SHARE WITH THE EDITORS?

Please provide the following information.  It will help us analyze the total set of responses to this questionnaire.

Professional Position:

Work Setting:

Primary ACA Division:

Other Division Memberships:

Counseling Specialty:

Years of Professional Counseling/Education Experience:

Highest Professional Degree:

Age Category (Under 30, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, 60-69, 70 and over)

Professional Association Offices Held (Include Local, State, Regional, National):

How many articles have you had accepted for VISTAS Online?

How many articles have you had accepted for the print editions of VISTAS?

What years did you participate in VISTAS?
